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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 



particu 



The present invention relates generally to construction tools, and more 
icularly to tools for aiding the installation of siding on building exteriors. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



Siding is attached to .he exterior of buildings as a protective layer against the 
envtronmen, Clapboard sidings including those made from composites such as wood 
20 fibers, wood chips and fiber centen. are some of the most widely used sidings in North • 
America. Most shingle sidings, vinyl sidings and even some clapboard sidings are 
sufficiently light in weigh, drat ins.al.auon may be accomplished by one person. 

, the .ypical clapboard siding workpiece is relatively heavy and long. For 
example,^ fiber cemen. clapboard siding workpiece may weigh 20 pounds and measure 
2 5 ,2 fee, or more in .engft. Aligning and securing such a workpiece during ins.al.adon 
typically requires more man one person. What is needed is a way of automatical 
calling siding, preferably in such a way dta. the instal.ation can he accomplished by a 
single user. 



However, 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The invention includes a method and tool for facilitating installation of siding. 
The invention may be employed to increase installation efficiency and reduce the number 
of people required to install the siding. In most cases the invention will enable 

1 0 installation of siding by a single person. 

to accordance with the invention, a tool is provided for temporarily supporting a • » 
firs, piece ofsiding against a strnctnre. The tool is removable after the first piece of 
siding is a. leas, partially secured ,o the structure. The tool is further usable for 
temporarily supporting a second piece of siding agains, the structure by temporarily 
,5 secunng .he tool to the firs, piece ofsiding. More particular.* «he too. includes a firs. 
,„ngi,udina. member with a booh a, one end. The hook is used for .emporarily securing 
.he too, to .he firs, piece of siding by placing me hook over ,he top edge of «he firs, piece 
ofsiding. The too. further a second longtadinal member for temporarily supporting fire 
second piece of siding. A handle section on toe tool facilito.es positioning, insertion, and 
20 removal of me too.. The too. is also adjus,ab.e to co„«ro. toe exposure of a previously 
installed piece ofsiding relative to toe piece ofsiding being tomporari.y supported. 
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Two of the tools may be used to temporarily support a piece of clapboard while it 
is secured to a building by a single person. The tools may then be removed and used to 
install another piece of clapboard. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In order to facilitate a fuller understanding of the present invention, reference is 
now made to the appended drawings. These drawings should not be construed aslimiting 
the present invention, but are intended to be exemplary only. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a siding installation tool in operation in 

accordance with the invention. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a longitudinal member that constitutes a portion 

of the siding installation tool. 

Figure 3 is an exploded view of the siding installation tool of the invention. 

Figure 4 is a side view of the siding installation tool in operation. 

Figure 5 is an exploded view of a block that constitutes a portion of the siding 
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installation tool. 



DETAILED 



DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 
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to aeeordanee with foe invention, a too. is provided for temporarily supporting a 
firs, pieee of siding agains, a structure. The loo. is removable after toe firs, piece of 
siding is a. leas, partially secured .0 the structure. The tool is further usable for 
temporal supporting a second piece of siding agains, the structure by temporarily 

securing the tool to the firs, piece of siding. 

Referring ,0 Figure 1, an illustrative embodiment of the invention is shown in use 
tofts intended environment The siding, ool 2 is installed against a building 12. The 
siding ,00. 2 res,s upon an tostafted clapboard .4 in order to aid the installation of anofoer 
tengto of Capboard 44. to Figures 2 and 3, a .ongftudtoa, member 2S of toe siding ,00. 2 
is shown. Ahook 10 is provided a, toe securing end of toe member 28 for temporari.y 
securing toe ,ool 2 ,0 toe building 12. In particular, as shown in Figure 4, toe » M • 
.ongitudma. member 28 includes a hook .0 toa, secures ,0 toe building .2 by slipping 
behind toe top side of a previously securedpiece of clapboard .4. A stopper sea, .6, 
also seen in Figure 4, is positioned proximate ,0 a release lever 18 a, a predetermined 
distance fiom toe hook 10 in order ,0 facilitate achieving toe overlap requirements of toe 
siding application. A spring 20 (Figures 3, 4) is employed ,0 push toe seat 16 up. 
Anotoer spring 22 (Fig. 3) is employed ,0 enab.e toe top 24 of the release lever 1 8 ,0 

provide support for the seat 16. 

As seen in for example to Figure 1, toe means for temporari.y supporting a piece 
0 of Capboard includes two parallel longftudina. members 26, 28. The first longitudinal 
m ember 28 includes toe hook 1 0 for securing toe too. 2 ,o a prevtously installed piece of 
o.apboard as previously described. The second longitudinal member 26 is herein 
embodied as a U-shaped mete, rod, though c.eariy other shapes could be employed, such 
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as a square shaped rod, or a pair of rods. The ends of Are rod are seeured in holes in a 
block 30 with se. screws 32 (Figs. 1,3,5). The block 30 is a!so secured to the firs. 
,„„gi,udina, member 28 with machine screws 34 (Fig. 3). The firs, longitudina! member 
28 and .he corresponding side of block 30 induce afignmen. gloves 40 which facili.a.e 
lay „n, adjustment and prevention of slippage. The firs, member 28 also includes a 
handle section 36 (Fig. 3) which facilte.es positioning, insertion and remova. of the too. 
2. Further, a roller 38 and tension pin 40 are seeured to the second member 28 with 

section 42 (Figs 1,3). 

An adjustable tab 25 (Fig. 4) may be used to verify the exposure measured from 

,be sea, 16 of the installed course 14 to theboltom 27 of me previous course of siding. 

, :The tab 25 may be mounted on a flexible rod 29. Loosening a se. screw or similar 

i- j i „^rr>H?Q The rod may have visual 1 reference marks 
; ; . .feature allows the tab to slide along the rod 29. 1 he roa may 

» indicate the measurement of .he exposure. This feature is desirable because small 
variations exist in the actual widths of siding within manufacturing tolertntces. 

I„ practice the invention may be employed by hanging one or more tools 2 from 
tine previous course of siding 14 and setting the next course into position on the tools 2. 
In particular, two of the tools 2 are employed to support and align the siding 44. 
Alternatively, more man two or even a single tool 2 may be used to support the siding 44 
during installation. Once the siding 44 is supported m place, the installation professional 
, fastens the course of siding 44 with the predetermined overlap. Once the siding 44 is 
secured to the building 1 2, the loo. 2 is removed. It should be noted mat it may be 
desirable to remove ,he too. 2 before all of me fasteners have been installed in the siding 
because there is generally more space availab.e to ease removal of the tool 2 before 
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fasteners are MM in c.ose proximity * the ,00. 2. For example, the professional may 
total, only enough fasteners to support the piece of siding before removing the tools 2. 
Too, remova! is accomplished by depressing me release lever 1 8, pushing the tool 
upwards .0 unhook from me previous course ,4, pushing inward on the handle section ,0 
5 pry fte hook 10 away from .he buildmg, and puling the tool down from between me two 

of siding 44 and 14. In mis manner, siding may be installed more efficiently and 



courses 



in most cases by a single installation professional. 

The tab 25 may be used to facilitate installation of the firs, couree of siding. For 
the firs, course of siding, two tools 2 are secured .0 the building in a predetermined 
10 position, in particular, a fastener such as a nail is used ,0 hang each tool 2 by me ,op 

, , ; p 0rt i„„ of me firs, longitudinal trtember 26: Measurements wilbbe made before installmg 

to nan. once the tools are hung on the respective nails, siding is.hung on ,he ,ab 25 

portion of Ore ,00,. In particular, me tab 25 includes a hook section that is positioned ,0 
accept ft. siding when the ,ab 25 is slid off of fte rod 29 and inverted relative ,0 i,s 
,5 normal position. The inverted , ah is then secured a, a predetermined position on me rod 
29 before fte siding is placed on fte hook portion of fte tab. 

The present invention is no, ,0 be limited in scope by fte specific embodiments 
described herein. Indeed, various modifications of fte present invention, in addition ,0 
ftoae described herein, will he apparent ,0 ftose of ordinary skill in fte art from fte 
20 foregoing description and accompanying drawings. Further, alftough fte present 
invention has been described herein in fte context of a particular implementation in a 
particular environment for a particular purpose, ftose of ordinary skill in fte art will 
agnize fta, to usefulness is not limited thereto and fta, fte prese*. invention can be 
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beneficially implemented in any number of environments for any number of purposes. 
For example, though the invention has been described in temrs of facilitating the 
installation of siding on the exteriors of buildings, the invention can be likewise 
^ployed to facilitate the installation of various sorts of wall coverings on building 
5 interior walls. The construction of fire siding installation tool has been described in terms 
of a certain embodiment including certain mechanical structures, ye. the skilled artisan 
wi.l realize that the functionality of Ore described siding inflation tool may in fact be 
embodied in several different ways without departing from the spirit and scope of tire 
invention. All such modifications are intended to fall within the scope of the following 
,0 appended claims. According*, the claims se, forth below should be construed in view of 
the full breadth and spirit of the present invention as 'disclosed herein. 
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I claim: 



